
 
 

 
 

     
 

   International Security:  
   War, Terrorism, and Technology  

           Political Science 22100 
                 Spring Semester 2019 

 
Dr. Jeffrey Lantis                         Office Hours: 
Kauke 107, #2408                  MT 3:00-4:00 pm, 
E-Mail: jlantis@wooster.edu                or by appointment 
Website: www.jeffreylantis.com 

 

Course Description  
 
This course provides students with an overview of the theoretical and policy debates that 
comprise the field of international security. The world has witnessed many security 
challenges in recent years, including acts of international terrorism, civil wars in the Middle 
East and Africa, North Korean nuclear tests, great power rivalries, genocide and ethnic 
cleansing, and the arrival of armed drones on the battlefield. While some of these represent 
new types of threats, there is also a measure of continuity and predictability in international 
security, especially when it comes to the role of power, instruments of statecraft, and power 
asymmetries. This course will draw on classic and contemporary works to provide students 
with advanced training in security studies. It will address a diverse range of topics, such as 
the causes of war and the evolution of military strategy, terrorism, and the development of 
weapons of mass destruction. In addition, this course will promote basic technical 
understanding of key weapons technologies (past, present, and future), as well as examine 
their implications for national and global security.   
 
Course Objectives 
 
The goal of this course is to provide students with information and intellectual tools for 
critical thought about the past, present, and future of international security. By the end of this 
course, students should be able to: 

 
• Develop connections between disparate classic and contemporary texts, theories,  

and materials for a broad knowledge of international security; 
• Explore critical questions regarding the root causes of war and peace; 
• Read critically and evaluate divergent theories of international security; 
• Understand modern security challenges in great depth; 
• Clearly articulate oral and written arguments; 
• Design and execute research projects on international security; 
• Formulate new and exciting questions about international security for future exploration. 
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Required Texts 
 
• Cynthia C. Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century, Eighth Edition, 2018,  

ISBN: 978-11386-71-393 
 

• Jonathan Fetter-Vorm, Trinity: A Graphic History of the First Atomic Bomb, 2012,  
ISBN: 978-0-8090-9355-7 

 
• Robert H. Latiff, Future War: Preparing for the New Global Battlefield, 2017,  

ISBN: 978-1-101-97180-2 
 

• Required Readings on Electronic Reserve: 
   URL:    http://libguides.wooster.edu/er.php?course_id=12043 
   Password:   security 

 
Course Requirements 
 
This is an advanced seminar on international security. Students are expected to attend class 
and participate actively in class discussions. You will complete a conflict theory paper, two 
examinations, a debate response paper, and a research project. Assignments will be weighted 
in the following manner: 

 
 Course Participation and Professionalism    15% 
   Risk Paper        5% 
 Conflict Theory Paper     10% 
 Midterm Exam     20% 
   Nuclear Proliferation Paper    15% 

Future War Paper     15% 
 Final Exam      20% 
  

 
Participation and Professionalism 
 
Students are expected to attend class, prepare course material in advance, and participate 
actively in class discussions. Participation is essential to success in this course, and students 
will benefit the most if they complete required readings and come to class ready to discuss 
them. The participation and professionalism grade, worth 15% of the overall course grade, 
will be based on attendance and the quality of involvement in the class. In evaluating 
professionalism, I look for evidence that students have completed the readings and are 
prepared to summarize what they have learned from them in class discussions. I also reserve 
the right to assign study questions or other projects to ensure student participation 
throughout the semester. Finally, students who have three or more unexcused absences from 
class meetings will receive no credit for this portion of the grade. 
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Readings as Homework 

 
You have paid top dollar to learn as much as possible in the brief time you have at college. 
This class assigns regular readings that provide you with deeper knowledge and 
understanding about foreign policy development in comparative perspective. If you don’t 
read the assigned works, you aren’t learning as much as you possibly could. That decision 
defeats the point of you being here. Your reading assignments are thoughtfully selected in 
conjunction with coverage of different themes during the semester. Studies in higher 
education consistently show that students who read the materials and internalize that 
knowledge score better on assignments, including examinations, class participation, essays, 
and research papers (Hobson 2004; Sandvig 2007). In other words, this investment of time 
and energy does provide a direct payoff in terms of your grade. Please plan to allot the 
necessary time to read assigned materials—indeed, this is your responsibility to the class, 
and to yourself.  

 

Course Content 
 
This course addresses potentially disturbing themes. Topics like the history of warfare, 
terrorism and counter-terrorism, and the threat of weapons of mass destruction force us to 
confront intense and sometimes unsettling violence. Class sessions, films, and assigned 
readings may thus refer to upsetting events, threats, and rhetoric. This material can be 
distressing, and I encourage students to speak with me at any point if they are 
uncomfortable, alarmed, or uncertain about how to engage critically with these works. 

 
 

 
Lessons from the Game of Risk 
 
This assignment allows students to reflect on their experiences playing Risk, a strategy board 
game, in relation to international relations theory. Students will be assigned to game groups 
and play the game for the duration of one class period. They will then develop a paper that 
makes connections between class theory frames and their experiences as victors or 
vanquished players in the game. Specifically, students will relate how the game brings out, or 
fails to explain, paradigms or theories of international relations such as offensive and 
defensive realism. The assignment is worth 5% of the course grade; more information will be 
presented in class. 
 
 
Conflict Theory Paper 
 
This assignment allows students to conduct research on a major conflict, from antiquity to 
the present. Students have latitude in selecting a war to study, but a good amount of 
information must be available on its causes and nature. In all cases, students should develop 
a strong analytical interpretation of causation by examining the outbreak of conflict through 
a chosen theoretical perspective or level of analysis. Assigned readings, including Cashman 
and Robinson, will provide helpful foundations for this assignment. Papers should be 4-5 
typed, double spaced pages, and should apply careful and consistent source citations 
methods (MLA style). The assignment is worth 10% of the course grade; more information 
will be presented in class. 
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Nuclear Proliferation Paper 
 
Proliferation of weapons of mass destruction represents a significant challenge to 
international security. In this assignment, students will select one country (a non-NPT 
nuclear weapons state) on which to conduct research into the history and evolution of their 
nuclear weapons program. The first step is to theoretically analyze the ‘causes’ or motives 
driving proliferation, and then you should detail the historical development of the program. 
The paper should also critically analyze the effectiveness of various international efforts 
launched to stop or limit the country’s nuclear weapons program. The paper should be 5-7 
typed, double spaced pages, and should apply careful and consistent source citations 
methods (MLA style). This assignment is worth 15% of the course grade, so I will be 
evaluating papers with very high standards and expectations for research and analytical 
clarity. More information about this assignment will be presented in class. 
 
Future War Paper 
 
This essay gives us an opportunity to learn more about new technologies and international 
security. Students should research how advancements and innovations of one technology 
may significantly impact future wars. Papers should address questions, including: What is 
the new technology, and what its history and status of development? How might it change 
future war? What are the moral legal and political questions posed by it? What is the 
controversy? Who champions and who challenges this innovation? How have the 
international political actors have dealt with it so far? How should thy deal with it? The 
paper should be 5-7 typed, double spaced pages, and should apply careful and consistent 
source citations methods (MLA style). This assignment is worth 15% of the course grade, 
and I will be evaluating papers with strong standards for research and analytical clarity.  
More information about this assignment will be presented in class. 
 
Resources 
 
The Learning Center 
 
The Learning Center, which is located in APEX (Gault Library), offers a variety of 
academic support services, programs and 1:1 meetings available to all students. Popular 
areas of support include time management techniques, class preparation tips and test taking 
strategies. Students are encouraged to schedule an appointment at the APEX front desk or 
call x2595. 
  
The Learning Center also coordinates accommodations for students with diagnosed 
disabilities. At the beginning of the semester, students should contact Amber Larson, 
Director of the Learning Center (ext. 2595; alarson@wooster.edu), to make arrangements 
for securing appropriate accommodations. Although the Learning Center will notify 
professors of students with documented disabilities and the approved accommodations, it is 
the responsibility of the students to speak with professors during the first week of each 
semester. If a student does not request accommodations or does not provide documentation 
well in advance, instructors are under no obligation to offer that type of assistance.  
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The Writing Center 
 
The Writing Center is available for students who wish to have experienced writers and 
teachers of writing assist them with all facets of the writing process. Students can schedule 
appointments at the Center or seek assistance on a walk-in basis. The Center is staffed with 
professional consultants and trained peer tutors.   
 

 
Academic Integrity 
 
This class will operate on a set of expectations consistent with the College’s Code of 
Academic Integrity, The Wooster Ethic, and the Code of Social Responsibility, outlined in 
The Scot’s Key and the Handbook of Selected College Policies. The Codes and guidelines 
form an essential part of the intellectual contract between the student and the College.   
 
Cheating in any of your academic work is a serious breach of the Code of Academic 
Integrity and is grounds for an “F” for the entire course. Such violations include turning in 
another person’s work as your own, copying or paraphrasing from any source without 
proper citation, fabricating excuses and lying in connection with your academic work. You 
will be held responsible for your own actions. If you are unsure as to what is permissible, 
always consult with your course instructor. 
 

 
Grading Scale 
 
As stated in The College of Wooster Catalogue, letter grades are defined as:  
  
“A range”   indicates an outstanding performance in which there has been  
   distinguished achievement in all phases of the course;  

 “B range”    indicates a good performance in which there has been a high level of  
    achievement in some phases of the course;  

“C range”   indicates an adequate performance in which a basic understanding of  
   the subject has been demonstrated; 
“D range”   indicates a minimal performance in which, despite recognizable  
   deficiencies, there is enough to merit credit;  
“F or NC”      indicates unsatisfactory performance. 
 

Course Expectations 
 

• Please read the assigned materials before class meeting; they provide the basis for class 
discussions. 

 
• Turn off all cellphones and personal electronic devices before class as a courtesy to 

others. If you bring a laptop computer to class, it should be used for note-taking only. 
 

• Papers should be submitted in hard copy. I will not accept e-mail versions of student 
papers unless you have talked with me in advance regarding special circumstances.   

 
• Late papers lose half a grade level for each day they are late. 
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Course Outline  
 
I. War, Peace, and Politics: Introduction to Security Studies (Week of January 14) 
 
Donald M. Snow, National Security for a New Era, 2011, Chapter 2: “The Realist 
Paradigm,” pp.21-43 (handout and e-reserve) 
 
Alex Deep, “Balance of Power, Balance of Resolve: How Iran is Competing with the  
United States in the Middle East,” Modern War Institute Paper, January 12, 2018, pp.1-10 
(e-reserve) 

 
Mark Gubrud, “Why Should We Ban Autonomous Weapons? To Survive,” IEEE Spectrum, 
June 1, 2016, pp.all (e-reserve) 

 
Evan Ackerman, “We Should Not Ban Killer Robots, and Here’s Why,” IEEE Spectrum, 
July 29, 2015, pp.all (e-reserve) 

 
* Structured Debate: Killer Robots 
 
 
II. Classic Explanations of the Origins of International Conflict (Week of January 21) 

 
Greg Cashman and Leonard C. Robinson, An Introduction to the Causes of War, 2007, 
Chapter 1, pp.1-25 (e-reserve)   
 
John J. Mearsheimer, “Structural Realism,” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of International 
Studies, 2007, pp.71-87 (e-reserve) 

 
Joseph S. Nye and David A. Welch, Understanding Global Conflict and Cooperation, 
2011, Chapters 3-4, pp.71-131 (e-reserve)  
 
Risk Rules of the Game: http://www.hasbro.com/common/instruct/risk.pdf (e-reserve) 
 
* Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service: Monday, January 21 

 
* Progressive Debate: The Origins of War in the 20th Century 
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III. Technology and the Trend Toward Asymmetric War (Week of January 28) 
 
Michael Sheehan, “The Evolution of Modern Warfare,” in John Baylis, James Wirtz, Colin 
S. Gray, and Eliot Cohen, eds., Strategy in the Contemporary World, Second Edition, 2007, 
pp.43-65 (e-reserve) 
 
Sean Kay, “Regional Flash Points,” Chapter 5 in Global Security, 2015, pp.143-192  
(e-reserve) 

 
Robert H. Latiff, Future War: Preparing for the New Global Battlefield, Chapter 2, pp.64-90 

 
Cynthia C. Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century, 8th ed., 2018, Chapter 1, pp.3-20 

 
* Risk Paper Due  
 
 
IV. Civil Wars, Insurgency, and Terrorism (February 4) 
 
Karl DeRouen, Jr., An Introduction to Civil Wars, Sage/CQ Press, 2016, Chapter 1, pp.1-29 
(e-reserve) 
 
Roman D. Ortiz, “Insurgent Strategies in the Post-Cold War: The Case of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia,” Studies in Conflict and Terrorism, vol.25, 
no.2, 2002, pp.127-143 (e-reserve) 

 
Max Fisher, “Straightforward Answers to Basic Questions about Syria’s Civil War,” Boston 
Globe, September 16, 2018, pp.1-8 (e-reserve) 
 
Ben Hubbard, Robert F. Worth, and Michael R. Gordon, “Power Vacuum in Middle East 
Lifts Militants,” New York Times, January 4, 2014, pp.1-5 (e-reserve) 
 
Anthony Cordesman and Aram Nerguizian, “The Case for and against a Realist Strategy in 
Syria,” Center for Strategic and International Studies Report, January 24, 2017, pp.all  
(e-reserve) 

 
* Security Simulation: The Belagua Crisis 
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IV. The Origins of Terrorism (Week of February 11) 
 
Cynthia C. Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century, 8th ed., 2018, Chapters 2-4,  
pp.21-96 
 
Structured Debate, “Can Terrorism Ever Be Justified?” in Stuart Gottlieb, ed., Debating 
Terrorism and Counterterrorism: Conflicting Perspectives on Causes, Contexts, and 
Responses, 2014, pp.69-100 (e-reserve)   
 
* Structured Debate: Terrorism Ever Justified?  
 
* Conflict Theory Paper Due 
  
 
V. ‘New Terrorism’ and Extremist Threats (Week of February 18) 

 
Cynthia C. Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century, Chapters 6-9, pp.125-242 

 
Assaf Moghadam, “Motives for Martyrdom: Al-Qaeda, Salafi Jihad, and the Spread of 
Suicide Attacks,” in Michael E. Brown, et al., eds., Contending with Terrorism: Roots, 
Strategies, and Responses, 2010, pp.57-89 (e-reserve)  
 
Graeme Wood, “What ISIS Really Wants,” The Atlantic, March 2015, pp.10-30 (e-reserve) 
 
Eric Schmitt, “Two Decades After 9/11, Militants Have Only Multiplied,” New York Times, 
November 20, 2018, pp.all (e-reserve) 
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VI. Counterterrorism and Homeland Security (Week of February 25 and March 4)    

 
Structured Debate, “Counterterrorism and the Constitution: Does Providing Security Require 
a Trade-Off with Civil Liberties?” Structured Debate, in Gottlieb, ed., Debating Terrorism 
and Counterterrorism, pp.345-379 (e-reserve)     

 
Cynthia C. Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century, Chapters 10-13, pp.245-360 
 
Robert F. Trager and Dessislava P. Zagorcheva, “Deterring Terrorism: It Can Be Done,” in 
Contending with Terrorism: Roots, Strategies, and Responses, pp.229-265 (e-reserve) 

 
Audrey Kurth Cronin, “How al-Qaida Ends: The Decline and Demise of Terrorist Groups,” 
in Contending with Terrorism: Roots, Strategies, and Responses, pp.377-418 (e-reserve)  
 
Adam Ciralsky, “We Try to Learn Every Terrorist Attack: Inside the Top Secret Israeli 
Anti-Terrorism Operation,” Hive Magazine, October 7, 2018, pp.1-17 (e-reserve) 

 
Michael Kenney, “From Pablo to Osama: Counter-terrorism Lessons from the War on 
Drugs,” Survival, vol.45, no.3, Autumn 2003, pp.187-206 (e-reserve) 
 
* Structured Debate: Civil Liberties and National Security  

 
* Two-Part Midterm Exam 
 
* Spring Break 

 
 

VII. Technology and Politics: History of the Atomic Bomb  
(Weeks of March 25 and April 1) 
 
Frank Barnaby, Weapons of Mass Destruction: What They Are and What They Do,” in  
How to Build a Nuclear Bomb and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction, 2004, pp.13-39  
(e-reserve) 

Jonathan Fetter-Vorm, Trinity: A Graphic History of the First Atomic Bomb, 2012, pp.all 

Henry Stimson, Memorandum Discussed with the President, April 25, 1945, National 
Security Archive, pp.all (e-reserve) 
 
Richard D. Burns and Philip E. Coyle III, The Challenges of Nuclear Non-Proliferation, 
2015, Chapters 1-2, pp.1-44 (e-reserve) 
 
Scott D. Sagan, “Why Do States Build Nuclear Weapons? Three Models in Search of a 
Bomb,” International Security, vol.21, no.3, Winter 1996, pp.3-35 (e-reserve) 

* Trinity Book Club 

* Documentary: White Light, Black Rain (2007) 
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VIII. Nuclear Proliferation: Breakout Threats (Week of April 8) 
 
Matthew Kroenig, “Israel’s Nuclear Program: French Assistance and U.S. Resistance,” 
Chapter 3 in Exporting the Bomb: Technology Transfer and the Spread of Nuclear 
Weapons, 2010, pp.67-110 
 
Nicholas L. Miller and Vipin Narang, “How North Korea Shocked the Nuclear Experts,” 
Politico, August 26, 2017, pp.1-6 (e-reserve) 
 
Colin H. Kahl and Kenneth N. Waltz, “Iran and the Bomb,” Foreign Affairs, 
September/October 2012, pp.all (e-reserve) 
 
Matthew Kroenig, “Time to Attack Iran: Why a Strike is the Least Bad Option,” Foreign 
Affairs, January/February 2012, pp.76-86 (e-reserve) 
 
Matthew Fuhrmann, “When Preventive War Threats Work for Nuclear Nonproliferation,” 
Washington Quarterly, vol.41, no.3, 2018, pp.111-135 (e-reserve) 
 
* Nuclear Proliferation Paper Due 

 
 

IX. WMD and Terrorism Threats: Theft, Smuggling, and Disorder (Week of April 15) 
 

David Albright and Corey Hinderstein, “Unraveling the A.Q. Khan and Future Proliferation 
Networks,” The Washington Quarterly, vol.28, no.2, 2005, pp.111-128 (e-reserve) 
 
Daily Intelligencer, “This is What a Nuclear Bomb Looks Like,” New York Magazine,  
June 12, 2018, pp.1-18 (e-reserve) 

 
Cynthia C. Combs, Terrorism in the Twenty-First Century, 8th ed., 2018, Chapter 14,  
pp.363-394 
 
* Documentary: Global Zero; Last Best Chance 
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X. Future War: Technology, Bugs, and Brains (Week of April 22) 
 
Robert H. Latiff, Future War: Preparing for the New Global Battlefield, 2017, Chapter 1,  
pp.17-63 
 
Gregory Koblentz, “Pathogens as Weapons: The International Security Implications of 
Biological Warfare,” International Security, vol.28, no.3, Winter 2003, pp.84-122  
(e-reserve) 
 
P.W. Singer, “Smart Bombs, Norma Jeane, and Defecating Ducks: A Short History of 
Robotics,” Chapter 2 in Wired for War: The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the 21st 
Century, pp.42-65 (e-reserve) 

Nick Bostrom, “Get Ready for the Dawn of Super Intelligence,” New Scientist, vol.5, no.2, 
July 2014, pp.26-27 

* Film Showing: Ex Machina (2015) 

 
XI. Future War: Drones and Cyberthreats in the 21st Century (Week of April 29) 
 
Robert H. Latiff, Future War: Preparing for the New Global Battlefield, 2017, Chapters 3-4, 
pp.91-143 
 
Sarah E. Kreps, Drones: What Everyone Needs to Know, 2016, Chapter 2, pp.7-58  
(e-reserve) 
 
Michael V. Hayden, “To Keep America Safe, Embrace Drone Warfare,” New York Times, 
February 19, 2016, pp.1-8 (e-reserve) 
 
U.S. Department of Defense, “The DoD Cyber Strategy,” Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC, April 2015, pp.all (e-reserve) 

Robert O’Harrow, Jr., “CyberCity Allows Government Hackers to Train for Attacks” 
Washington Post, November 26, 2012, pp.all (e-reserve) 

* Future War Paper Due 

* Final Examination   
 


